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* State” senalors were;
called “perverts and *'sodomites” last,
night* afteripassing New, Jersey's first

By Harvey Fisher
Tm Record 'Irunlun Bureau

TRENTON —

criminal code, which, in part,. legalizes
all forms of homosexual and heterosex-
ual lovemalung betwcrm consenting ad-
ults.

Within seconds after the Senate voted
24-14 to send the code to Gov. Byrne,
some 50 spectators — many of whom
were elderly women — began waving
their fists and pointing accusing lingers
at the stunned senators. “‘Perverts, so-
domites, ‘garbage,": they shouted “and
chanted ‘as- Sepale President Joseph

Merlino ordered state police to clear the

gallery and make arrests if necessary.
Peace was restored quickly, and then
the Senate, without a word of debate,

gave Imal leg:slatwe appmval l.o a bill it
restoring - capital .- punishment.:: There
were immediate - indications’ of " in-. -}

creased sentiment in favor of overriding
the expcc{ed Byrne veto of the bill.

1t is unclear whether both houses will
be able to muster the two—thirds vote re-
quired to override.-

Byrne has said'he will sign the crimi-

nal code and veto the death penalty. In

! 1972 he was the- Superior  Court judge ..
who struck down capital pumshmenl as |

unconstitutional.

‘The new penal code, whu:h covers all )
criminal laws except the drug statules, -
will take eI[ecl a year after Byme signs -

it: :
Hc has called cnactmenL of.a cnde ‘

. Istration,; e

- Many amendments are expecled to be
of[ered betweenthe-signing of the ‘code
and ils effective date.

It took heavy lobbying by some of
Byrne's - chief - aides yesterday before

Senate Democrats agreed in caucus to *

ratify amendments added to the code by

the Assembly. Some senators wanted to
Iuriher amend - the, code "immediately, -
‘especially to remove a section repealing
SUnday sales of cerlam 5

the 1959 ban o
ltems‘ o

{* These: rsehat.ors wonv(rom Byme a’
promisa that he would support separate
bills deleting the repeal of Sunday sell- .

ing ban"and ordering the 10 counties, in-

1

; Sunday sales bans eliminated. -

cluding Bergen and Passaic, which pro- ;
Iub:t Sunday -sales to hold' re[ermdums s
mnl.lml

Byrne:says he . would preferl

o 1§
The referendum bill was submiu.ed by
Sen. Frank Graves, D-Paterson. The de-
cision of the volers in each of the 10 ,

" counties would prevail under his legisla- :

tion, even if the bill deleting the repeal

" of lhe sales ban fails to be enacted. <! f

Both bills-are scheduled for" Senaln
votes Aug. 14. Senate Republicans’ last
night introduced  similar legislation,
which likely will gather: dust/because’ !'

- Democrals hav_e sohd conu'ol n[ the up- E

per house. "
‘Senate Ma]nnty Leader John Russo,

1
i
!
!

Sénate‘approiIes

criminal code
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the sponsor of the death penally mea-
sure, said again that he would not move
{o override a Byrne veto unless he was
reasonably sure of success.

Several weeks ago, Sen. Walter Sheil
and other Hudson County senalors who
had supported a return to the electric
chair, said they nevertheless would op-
pose a velo override because they did
not want to jeopardize Iludson's good
relationship with Byrne. But in a sud-
den shift yesterday, Sheil, who as Hud-
son Democratic Chairman signals the
organization's positions on issues, said
he probably would support an override.

1f the Hudson County delegation goes
against Byrne's velo, an override could
be possible. Byrne is likely to pressure
heavily against such a move.

Prolesters angry al' Maressa

The prolesters in the Senale gallery
essentially were outraged over seclions
of. the criminal code legalizing adult
.homosexual behavior, Such behavior’
currenlly is subject to presecution un-
* der-'the laws ' against; -sodomy. The
+ « protesters also oppose’part of the code
‘pérmitting ' municipalities to . establish
zones ‘iny which';the; sales sofcpomo-
T%hlc materials would be legal.#* « " |

' demonstrators‘ were escorted out

‘ arresls were made.’ '
" Sen. Joseph’ Maressa who had been

of the: State :House, by. sﬁale pbllce ‘No!”

* small — and some say relatively unim- ;

. nal code.

-fining -crimes and specifying penalties. ',
For the first time, all criminal laws ex- - .dere.rs, and hab:},ual offenders scould..
‘cept those' concerning drug infractions

championing the proteslers’ causs, vot-
ed for the penal code, and the protesters
immediately turned on him. The Cam-
den County Democrat said he will at-
tempt later this year to eliminate the
pornography zones and reestablish the
sodomy laws through separate amend-
ments to the code.

At one point during the debate, he
permilled an antihomosexual lobbyist to
sit next to him on the floor of the Senale
in open violation of Senate rules. When’
a sergeant-at-arms asked the woman lo
leave, Maressa insisted she was "his
aide. A check with the Senale clerk's of-
fice showed she is nol.

‘Shame on you'

“Shame on you, shame on you,” a
protester yelled. “Maressa sold us out,” '
another screamed. Still another shout-
ed, “Some gays do prey on kids."”

While much of the controversy yesler- -
day centered on the repeal of the Sun-
day sales ban and the sections dealing
with adult sexual behavior and prefer-
ences,  those matters actually are a“

portant — part of the mammoth crimi

The code makes ma;or changes in de-

would be in a single volume. All com-
mon laws — those established by rul- '

Women in the Senate gallery make known their feelings about lhe :

. slate’s new cr:mmal code, whwh legahzes homose;rua! u_.cts. .

gsvof; lhe courts raLher than by lhe
Ieglslalure - would be abohshed.

< Members o[, orgamzed cnme,; mur

"iface: life' sentences 'with' no’chance; of
parole until they have served 25- :years,
The dJscrehon ]udges now have in de—r

y Iermmmg senlenées would be limi

. tence.

Under Russo’s death penalty,hi]l cap-,,
al ‘punishment could: belimpmd ‘only;
for premedllated murder/or: mmler " by.
a’hired killer.; Once a. gullly,.verdlct
‘has been rendered, a: separatettrialg-
would be required to datemlne‘the sen-/




