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-TRENTON —:.Slate senators were,;
called •'perverta"'and "sodoihiles" last,'
night'altenpasslng New Jersey's Drst
crimlnarcode, which, in part,, legalizes
all forms of homosexual and^ heterosex
ual lovcmaking between consenting ad
ults.

Within seconds after the Senate voted
24-14 to send the code to Gov. Byrne,
some 50 spectators — many of whom
were elderly women — began waving
their fists and pointing accusing fingers
at the stunned senators. "Perverts, so
domites,-garbage," they shouted-and
chanted' as Sc/iate President Joseph
Mcrlino ordered slate police to clear the
gallery land makearrests ifnecessary.' •

Peace'was restored quickly, and then
the Senate, without a word of debate.

I

gave final legislative approval to a bill
restoring ' capital -punishment;;; Ihere
were immediate - indications' of in
creased sentiment in favor of overriding
the expected Byrne veto of the bill.

It is unclear whether both houses will
be able to muster the two-tliirds vole re
quired to override. • •

Byrne has said'hc will sign the crimi
nal code and veto the death penally. In
1972 he was Uie Superior Court judge
who struck down.capilal punishmcnlas
unconslilutionai. • - '

The new penal code, whichcoversall
criminal laws except the drug ':slatulcs.
will take effect a year after Byrne signs
it;

He has called enactment- ofra code

oneof themajorpriorities ofhis;admin-
' lstrallon.;''':-'''-;'.=-'-V-;'.-.'.^

Many amendments are expected to be
offered between-Ihc-slgning of the code
and Us effective date.

It look heavy lobbying by some of
Byrne's - chief aides yesterday before
Senate Democrats agreed in caucus to
ratify amendments added to the codeby
tlie Assembly. Some senators wanted to
further' amend'the, code immediately,
especially to remove a mtion repealing
the 195d ban^ on-Sunday salesofcertain
items.'.''
iThbse''Senators ,won-from Byrne a.
promise that.he'would support separate .
billsdeleting.the repeal of Sunday sell- i
Ing ban and ordering the 10counties,in

cluding Bergcn and Passaic, whichprcK;
hibil'Sunday sales, to hold'referendurns^ ;'
this November on^whelher t6''coDi^ejii;r

, ••••••• 1, .. . ; * •

' Byrne-says he.would ,preftfi;|o;9geV\..
Sunday'sales bans eliminated.

The referendum bill was submitted by.
Sen. Frank Graves, I>-Palerson. The de
cision of the voters in each of Uie 10 ^
counties wouldprevail under his le^la-
tion, even if the bill deleting ther^al -
of the sales ban fails to be enacted.V i

Both bills are scheduled for'Senalc |
votes Aug. 14. Senate Republicans'last j
night introduced similar legislation, j
which likely will gather dust fbecmise'r
Democrats have solid control of t{te up-. |
perhouse.'' • '' , ]
'Benate Majority'Leader John Russo, i
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the sponsor of the death penalty mea
sure, said again that he would not move
to override a Bynic veto unless he was
reasonably sure of success.

Several weeks ago, Sen. Waller Shcil
and olticr Hudson County senators wlio
had supported a rctuni to llic electric
chair, said they nevertheless would op
pose a veto override bccaasc Uicy did
not want to jeopardize Hudson's good
relationship with,Byrne. But in a sud
den shift yesterday, Shell, who as Hud
son Democratic Chairman signals the
organization's positions on issues, said
he probably would support an override.

If the Hudson County delegation goes
against Byrne's veto, an override could
be possible. Byrne is likely to pressure
heavily against such a move.

Protesters angry at Marcssa

The protesters in the Senate gallery
essentially were outraged over sections
of. the criminal code legalizing adult.

. bomosexuaJ behavior. Such bcliavior
currently is subject to prosecution un-

' .dcr 'the laws againsti sodomy. The
protesters also oppose'part of iiic code

; i^i'permiUing'municipalities to. establish
,'̂ 'zones ;inV whlch';the. sales'itofLporno-

pbicmaterials would be legal:-
'•Xl.The' demonstrators' were escorted cut
.' of Ihe'StatejHouse. |}y'Stale; pbllce. Non

arrests were made; i ; .' ' ' i
'Sen. Josep]>'Maressa,'who had been

clianipioning the protesters' cause, vot
ed for the penalcode,and the protesters
immediately turned on him. The Cam-
den County Democrat said he will at
tempt later this year to eliminate Uie
pornography zones and reestablish the
sodomy l.iws through separate amend
ments to the code.

At one point during the debate, he
permitted an anliliomosexual lobbyist to
sit next to him onthe floor ofthe^nale
in open violation of Senate rules. When
a sergcanl-at-nrms asked the woman to
leave, Maressa insisted she was his
aide. A check with the Senate clerk's of-'
Ticc showed she is not.

'Shame on you'

"Shame on you, shame on you," a
protester yelled. "Maressa sold us out,"
another screamed. Still another shout
ed. "Some gays do prey on kids."

Wliile much of the controversy yester
day centered on the repeal of the Sun
day sales ban and the sections dealing
with adult sexual behavior andprefer
ences, . those matters actually are a'
small — and sonje say relatively unim-.^
portent —. part of the mammoth criml-'-,
nalcode. ! •'?

The code makes major changes in de-;
•fining crimes and specifying penalties.'
For the first time, all criminal laws ex-.

:ccpt those concerning drug infractions
would be in a single volume. All com
mon laws — tiiDse established by rul-
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iVomen inthe Senafe gaflery make known their jeelings'abonl the .. ,•
.sfcfe's new criminal code, which legalizes homosexual acts. -

jjr'̂ iiiigS'.qf; the courts rather than-byr.the-; terminingsent€nceswould;beliinit^?y|i
j-^^kgislature —would be aboIisheA,'.'̂ -*;;^ Under Russo's death penalty,bill;

'r ' -jV-^^^ital'punish could';be|imposed-c^;
^.. '̂̂ i'Members of iorganized-crime,,'mur-;) ' ; for premeditated murder,qrimunler-by]
A'̂ derers, .and habitual oftenders'icould-'.; va'hired killer.'Once a."^ty/verdict,"
•' •face'life' sentences with' ho-chance,ofhas been rendered, a separate''trid-;
• parole until they have served 25;years/i,' would berequired todeterr^e the sen*/

', ..The discretion judges now have in d^ .' . tence. . .


